September 25, 2020

To:  All Staff at Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Cc:  Great Smoky Mountains National Park Management Team

Re:  An open letter to the staff at Great Smoky Mountains National Park in response to
the recent racist vandalism of the Foothills Parkway Entrance sign

Dear National Park Service staff,

The organizations signed on to this letter stand in solidarity with the staff, family,
community, businesses, and visitors of Great Smoky Mountains National Park. We were deeply
saddened to learn of the recent racist act of intimidation that occurred when a black bear skin
with head attached was draped over the entrance sign to Foothills Parkway accompanied by a

hateful sign that read, “From here to the Lake, Black lives don’t matter.”*

We oppose and
condemn this repugnant act. We stand with those affected by this act, including Black staff, their

families, local communities, and visitors.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park is a treasure that belongs to all of us. This park
represents the beating heart of the economy of our region. The Park contributed 1.2 billion
dollars of economic activity and creates nearly 14,000 jobs. It is the most visited national park in
our nation. Beyond its enormous economic benefit, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and
our public lands system in general, are places of healing, health, rejuvenation, wonder, learning,
science, and reflection.? This attempt to intimidate others based on race does not speak for our
community. We believe that Black Lives Matter, that our national parks belong to all of us
regardless of race or difference, and that the benefit, joy, and healing spaces represented in our
national parks and public lands must be equally available to all. At the same time, we recognize
that this repugnant act is only one of the many ways in which systemic racism affects the
experience of Black, Indigenous, and people of color on our public lands. 3
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To each of you who act in public service as members of the National Park Service, we

stand with and by you as you seek to respond to this racist and hurtful act. We look forward to

working with you to ensure that our public lands are welcoming refuges for all people, including

Black, Indigenous, and people of color.

Respectfully,
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