December 10, 2025
Dear Members of Congress,

As members of the scientific community, we write to reaffirm our strong support for the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the United States’ enduring commitment to preventing
the extinction of species. The ESA remains one of the most vital and effective tools we have
to halt the accelerating loss of life on Earth. We urge you to commit to protecting species
threatened with extinction by upholding the ESA and the science-based framework that
underpins it.

For over 50 years, the ESA has served as a bedrock environmental statute, grounded in
scientific rigor and ecological understanding. Its success is measurable: nearly all species
listed under the ESA have been prevented from going extinct, thanks to careful evaluation,
habitat protection, and recovery planning based on the best available science. The law’s
principles of early intervention, critical habitat designation, interagency cooperation, and
science-driven listing decisions reflect decades of consensus in the biological sciences
about how to halt and reverse species declines.

Yet, despite this clear track record, the ESA is under sustained attack. We are deeply
concerned by the growing efforts to significantly weaken the law’s effectiveness and
undermine its scientific foundation. Numerous recent legislative, regulatory, and budgetary
proposals would collectively, and in some instances individually, destroy the ESA’s strong
framework or deny particular imperiled species the protections needed to help ensure its
continued existence. More recent proposals would:

e Undermine the ESA’s science-based decision framework by injecting politics and
short-term economics into what should be evidence-driven processes.

e Exclude entire species or ecosystems from protection based on short-sighted
convenience, not conservation need.

e Ignore basic science principles related to species survival and limit our own ability
to respond to long-term threats like climate change.

e Further burden already-underfunded agencies, making it harder to act quickly when
species are in crisis.

Scientific consensus is clear: species are disappearing faster than at any time in human
history, and in the U.S. alone, thousands of species are imperiled. As scientists, we stress
that the loss of species is not only a moral tragedy, but also a practical threat. These
species and their connections to each other and the world around us underpin ecosystem
services essential to human well-being: clean water, pollination, disease regulation,



carbon storage, and climate resilience, to name a few. The ESA does not just protect
wildlife; it protects the systems that support agriculture, economies, and communities.

Science also makes clear that early interventions like those provided by the ESA are cost-
effective and lead to better recovery outcomes. Delays in listing and inadequate habitat
protections reduce the likelihood of recovery and increase the long-term costs of
conservation. The ESA, developed by scientists and policymakers together, already
recoghnizes that development initiatives must be designed to coexist with, not override, our
dependence on nature. Weakening the ESA would not only undermine decades of
conservation progress, but also jeopardize the future resilience of our planet in the face of
accelerating climate and ecological disruption. Ultimately, maintaining strong, adequately
funded and staffed ESA programs is both scientifically sound and fiscally responsible.

We urge you, as leaders and policymakers, to oppose any effort to weaken the ability of the

ESA to protect against species extinctions. We must not abandon our national

commitment to preventing extinction. Scientific integrity and ecological foresight must

guide our path forward.

As scientists and constituents, we stand ready to support your work to uphold the ESA.

Thank you for your commitment to preserving the laws that safeguard life on Earth.

Sincerely,
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Universidad El Bosque

N/A

University of Florida
University of Pittsburgh



Thomas Nuhfer
Laura Nunes
Philip Nyhus
Mary O'Brien
Julian Olden
Andrea Olive
Daniel Oliveira
Tabitha Olsen
David Orban
Jerran Orwig

Kate Ostevik
Donal O'Toole
Sarah Otto
Kathryn Owen
Candice Owen
Jane Packard
Joseph Palmer
Mia Park

Frances Park
John Parkinson
Liba Pejchar
Joshua Pena
Cindy Pencek
Kevin Perozeni
Ellen Pero
Denielle Perry
Rolf Peterson
Pallavi Phartiyal
Tina Phillips
Stacy Philpott
Malin Pinsky
Matthew Pintar
Steve Poole

Eric Post

Daniel Potter
Kathryn Prince
Laura Prugh
Genevieve Pugesek
H. Ronald Pulliam
Dani Purvis
Karann Putrevu
William Pyle
Michael Quam
Katlen Quintero Chavez
Ted K. Raab
Elizabeth Ragland
Isabella Ragonese
Kristina Ramstad
Coral Rankin

Guy Rawls

Northampton, Massachusetts

Washington, D.C.
Waterville, Maine
Castle Valley, Utah
Seattle, Washington
Mississauga, Canada
Oakland, California
College Station, Texas
Cincinnati, Ohio
Cincinnati, Ohio
Riverside, California
Laramie, Wyoming
Vancouver, Canada
Poulsbho, Washington
Chester, England

Los Altos Hills, California
Tucson, Arizona
Chester, Connecticut
Williamsburg, Virginia
Tampa, Florida

Fort Collins, Colorado
Moreno Valley, California
San Diego, California
College Station, Texas
Missoula, Montana
Flagstaff, Arizona
Houghton, Michigan
Berkeley, California
Ithaca, New York
Santa Cruz, California
Santa Cruz, California
San Marcos, Texas
Leander, Texas

Davis, California
Davis, California
Madison, Wisconsin
Seattle, Washington
St. Paul, Minnesota
Patagonia, Arizona
Atlanta, Georgia
Madison, Wisconsin
Kodiak, Alaska
McKinleyville, California
Danwville, Virginia
Stanford, California
Cincinnati, Ohio
Greenfield, Massachusetts
Aiken, South Carolina
Williamsburg, Virginia
Richmond, Virginia

University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Defenders of Wildlife

Colby College

Project Eleven Hundred

University of Washington

University of Toronto Mississauga & 50 Voices
University of California, Berkeley

Texas A&M University

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

University of California, Riverside

University of Wyoming

University of British Columbia

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
University of Chester

Texas A&M University

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
William & Mary

University of South Florida

Colorado State University

University of California Riverside

N/A

Texas A&M University

University of Washington

Northern Arizona University

Michigan Technological University

Union of Concerned Scientists

N/A

University of California, Santa Cruz

University of California Santa Cruz

BIO-WEST

N/A

University of California, Davis

University of California, Davis

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
University of Washington

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
University of Georgia

Wild Cumberland

N/A

N/A

N/A

William & Mary

Carnegie Institute for Science

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

N/A

N/A

William & Mary

N/A



Helen Regan
Michael Reichert
J. Leighton Reid
Erin Reiley
Bridget Reilly
Teddy Reitman
Tessa Rhinehart
Renata Ribeiro
Leif Richardson
Robert Richmond
Katie Ridder
Melanie Riedinger-Whitmore

William Ripple

Kirk Robinson
Jacqueline Robinson
Daniela Rodriguez-Chavez
Avery Roe

Haldre Rogers
Jason Rohr

Adele Roland

Joe Roman
Domenic Romanello
Thomas Rosburg
Naomi Rose

Roger Rosentreter
Nanci Ross

Kirsten Ross
Matthew Rubino
Kieren Rudge

Avery Russell

Allen Rutberg

Claire Sadler

Jeffrey Saerys-Foy
Jonathan Salerno
Oscar Salomon
Wendy Saltzman
Mingxin Samuel
Francisco Santiago-Avila
Anne Sawl

Jame Schaefer
Jillian Schat

Charles Schelz
Ellen Scherner

Lisa Schibley

John Schoen
Andrea Schreier
Brian Schuh

Mark Schwartz
Danielle Schwartz
Emily Seamster

Riverside, California
Stillwater, Oklahoma
Blacksburg, Virginia
Williamsburg, Virginia
Cincinnati, Ohio
Riverside, California
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
New Orleans, Louisiana
Riverside, California
Honolulu, Hawaii

Derby, Connecticut

St. Petersburg, Florida
Corvallis, Oregon

Salt Lake City, Utah
Princeton, New Jersey
Oakland, California

San Francisco, California
Blacksburg, Virginia
Notre Dame, Indiana
Fairfax, Virginia
Burlington, Vermont
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Colo, lowa

Fairfax, Virginia

Boise, Idaho

Des Moines, lowa
Ambherst, Massachusetts
Raleigh, North Carolina
Berkeley, California
Springfield, Missouri
Holliston, Massachusetts
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Hamden, Connecticut
Fort Collins, Colorado
Puerto Iguazu, Argentina
Riverside, California
Piedmont, California
Tacoma, Washington

St. Petersburg, Florida
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
San Diego, California
Ashland, Oregon

Arvada, Colorado
Plymouth, Massachusetts
Anchorage, Alaska
Davis, California
Madison, Wisconsin
Davis, California
Ridgefield, Connecticut
Richmond, Virginia

University of California Riverside
Oklahoma State University

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University

N/A

Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
University of California Riverside
University of Pittsburgh

Tulane University

N/A

Kewalo Marine Laboratory
Beardsley Zoo

N/A

Oregon State University
Western Wildlife Conservancy
Princeton University

University of California, Berkeley
Pollinator Partnership

Virginia Tech

N/A

N/A

University of Vermont

The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
Drake University

N/A

Idaho Native Plant Society
Drake University

University of Massachusetts, Amherst
North Carolina State University
University of California, Berkeley
Missouri State University

Tufts University

N/A

Quinnipiac University

Colorado State University

National Council of Science and Technology

University of California, Riverside
University of California, Davis
Washington Wildlife First
University of South Florida
Marquette University

Biodiversity Outreach Network
Ecos Consulting

N/A

Manomet Conservation Sciences
Retired

University of California, Davis
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
University of California, Davis

The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
N/A



George Sedberry
Tristram Seidler
Jesse Senko
Nathan Senner
Rebecca Settele
Stephen Shepherd
David Shiffman
Vaughn Shirey
Timothy Shively
Amber Singh
Frances Sivakoff
Brenda Smith
Catherine Smith

Eleanor Smith
Delaney Smith
Yash Sondhi
Olalekan Soyelu
Sacha Spector
Erin Spencer
Maeve Staab
Elise Stacy
Melissa Starking
Xavier Starrs
Rachel Stein
Rick Steiner
Jennie Stephens
Iris Stewart-Frey
Peter Stiling
Katelyn Strack
Keith Summerville
Justin Susarchick
John Swaddle
Jennifer Swenson
Sara Swett

Noel Takeuchi
Emily Talkington

Neville Taraporevala

Stacey Tecot
Riley Thoen

Ami Thompson
Peter Thompson
Diana Tomback
Charlotte Toomey
Pepper Trail
Adrian Treves
Arel Triyono

Nash Turley

Katherine Urban-Mead

Sally Valdes
Ryan Valdez

Williamsburg, Virginia
Amherst, Massachusetts
Tempe, Arizona
Ambherst, Massachusetts
Arlington, Virginia
Crozier, Virginia

Silver Spring, Maryland
Gainesville, Florida
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
San Diego, California
Columbus, Ohio

Carson City, Nevada
Wellesley, Massachusetts
Norfolk, Virginia
Cincinnati, Ohio
Cleveland, Ohio

Ile-Ife, Nigeria

New York, New York

St. Petersburg, Florida
White Plains, New York
Moscow, Idaho

Lapeer, Michigan
Richmond, Virginia
Omaha, Nebraska
Anchorage, Alaska
Dublin, Ireland

San Jose, California
Tampa, Florida

Hays, Kansas

Des Moines, lowa
Norwalk, Connecticut
Williamsburg, Virginia
Williamsburg, Virginia
Corvallis, Oregon

St. Petersburg, Florida
Scotts Valley, California
Los Altos, California
Tucson, Arizona

Athens, Georgia
Richmond, Illinois
Vancouver, Canada
Denver, Colorado
Norfolk, Virginia
Ashland, Oregon
Madison, Wisconsin
New York, New York
State College, Pennsylvania
Ithaca, New York
Alexandria, Virginia
Sperryville, Virginia

N/A

University of Massachusetts Amherst
Arizona State University
Massachusetts Audubon

Defenders of Wildlife

N/A

N/A

University of Florida

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
N/A

The Ohio State University

N/A

William & Mary

Eastern Virginia Medical School
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
Case Western Reserve University
Obafemi Awolowo University

Doris Duke Foundation

N/A

Cornell University

University of Idaho

N/A

N/A

N/A

Oasis Earth

National University of Ireland Maynooth
Santa Clara University

University of South Florida

N/A

Drake University

The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk
N/A

William & Mary

Oregon State University

N/A

N/A

University of California, Berkeley
University of Arizona

University of Georgia

McHenry County College

Simon Fraser University

University of Colorado Denver
William & Mary

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, retired
N/A

Columbia University

Pennsylvania State University

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
N/A

N/A



Sunshine Van Bael
Amy Van Scoyoc
Paola Vander Velde
Ellery Vaughan
Kristiina Visakorpi
William von Herff
Bridgett vonHoldt
Trenton Voytko
Sophia Vrh
Michael Waasegiizhig-Price
Megan Wagner
Jeff Wagner

Stella Walk

Anna Walker

Wes Walsh

Norah Warchola
Mobi Warren
Rekha Warrier
Douglas Wartzok
Thomas Wassmer
Laura Wasylenki
Vivian Wauters
Theodore Weber
Rachel Weinberg
Lucia Weinman
Michael Weiss
Michael Wells
Margaret Weng
Dave Werntz
Sienna Wessel
Jason Wiener
Alexander Wild
Dixon W Wilde
Grace Wildermuth
Robin Wildermuth
Cynthia Wildermuth
Jack Williams

Kell Williams
Terrie Williams
Lori Williams

Matt Williamson
Sarah Willingham
Susan Willson
Kenneth Wilson
Rachael Winfree
Dawn Wright
Judson Wynne
Sierra Yarnes

Joel Yassogna

KC York

New Orleans, Louisiana
Berkeley, California
Brussels, Belgium
Berkeley, California
Tampa, Florida
Washington, D.C.
Princeton, New Jersey
Pullman, Washington
Blacksburg, Virginia
Washburn, Wisconsin
San Diego, California
Fairbanks, Alaska
Corvallis, Oregon

Fort Collins, Colorado
St. Paul, Minnesota
Des Moines, lowa

San Antonio, Texas
Lawrence, Kansas
Coral Gables, Florida
Adrian, Michigan
Flagstaff, Arizona
Davis, California
Annapolis, Maryland
San Francisco, California
Davis, California
Friday Harbor, Washington
Ruston, Louisiana
Palo Alto, California
Twisp, Washington
Laramie, Wyoming
Davis, California
Austin, Texas
Williamsburg, Virginia
Centre Hall, Pennsylvania
Tafton, Pennsylvania
Tafton, Pennsylvania
Medford, Oregon

New Marshfield, Ohio
Santa Cruz, California
Williamsburg, Virginia
Boise, Idaho
Williamsburg, Virginia
Canton, New York
Fort Collins, Colorado
Princeton, New Jersey
Redlands, California
Flagstaff, Arizona
Berkeley, California
Rosario, Argentina
Hamilton, Montana

Tulane University

University of California, Berkeley

N/A

University of California, Berkeley
University of South Florida
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Princeton University

Washington State University

Virginia Tech

Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission
San Diego Natural History Museum
N/A

Oregon State University

New Mexico BioPark Society
University of Minnesota Twin Cities
N/A

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
Colorado State University

Florida International University

Siena Heights University

Retired

University of California

Defenders of Wildlife

University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis

Center for Whale Research

N/A

Stanford University

Conservation Northwest

N/A

N/A

The University of Texas at Austin
MedTactix, LLC

Penn State University

N/A

Woodland Management Services, Inc.
Trout Unlimited

Ohio University

University of California, Santa Cruz
William & Mary

50 Voices for Endangered Species
William & Mary

St. Lawrence University

Colorado State University

Rutgers University

Oregon State University

N/A

University of California, Berkeley
Instituto Superior De Profesorado N21
Trap Free Montana



Erika Zavaleta Santa Cruz, California University of California
Maci Zuniga Otsego, Michigan The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation



