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The Transportation System

There are: 4 million miles of roadways in the United
States'

243 million total registered vehicles

136 million registered passenger cars”

Frequent Large Mammal Roadkill Facts
Average deer weight: 125-300 pounds

Average deer shoulder height: 3.5 feet

Average moose weight: males 1200-1600 pounds,
females 900 pounds

Average moose shoulder height: 6.2 feet

Threats to People

There are 725,000 to 1.5 million wildlife-vehicle
collisions (WVCs) in the U.S. every year"

Over 200 human fatalities annually”

From 2000-20006, wildlife-related crashes in the
United States have claimed 2,307 human lives"
WVCs cause 29,000 human injuries annually™
Opver a billion dollars in property damage annually
While only 2% of deer-car collisions result in human
fatalities, 85% of deer-motorcycle collisions result in
human fatalities™

Car-deer crashes in Michigan occur about every eight
minutes™

More than 75,000 deer are killed in New York every
year by vehicle collisions™

6 percent of accidents in Colorado are with wildlife,
and can be as high as 25 percent in some areas™
Deer-vehicle crashes occur most frequently from
October to December™"

Collisions causing human fatalities rose 67% from
1994 to 2006™"
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In Colorado from 1993-2003:

o 26,678 WVCs

e 23 human deaths from WVCs

e 2,266 injuries

e 22388 damaged vehicles

e $2,000 average vehicle repair cost

e $50 million in total damage costs (2003

dollars)™

Young drivers ages 15-24 are more likely to be
involved in a car accident with a large animal than
any other age group.™
Almost half of all wildlife-related car accidents are
because the driver swerved to avoid an animal
crossing the road™™"

Threats to Wildlife
Roads can be barriers to animal movement, and
sometimes are the leading cause of a species
decline™™
There are 4 to 8 large animal vehicle collisions every
hour in Canada™
50 percent of all endangered Florida panther deaths
are caused by collisions with vehicles™.
15 Florida panthers were killed by vehicles in 2007, a
grim new record surpassing 2006’s 11 vehicle-caused
deaths. There are only an estimated 80-100 Florida
panthers left in the wild™
In a typical year in British Columbia, Canada:

e 3 people are killed

e 368 motorists are injured

e $600,000 is spent by the Ministry of

Transportation for highway clean-up
e 4300 animals are recorded as killed
e 13,000 animal deaths go unrecorded™"

Positive Steps
In Banff National Park in Alberta, Canada, 22

wildlife underpasses and two overpasses have
xxiii

reduced roadkill 80 percent™

For the latest updates, visit WatchOutforWildlife.org
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