
State Wildlife 
Action Plans

Emily Brunkhurst
Conservation Biologist

NH Fish and Game Department



Action Plan Development

• Developed with the help of many partner 
organizations, and the general public

• All-species conservation plans

• All-state plans—not just for state wildlife agencies



Action Plans Organized 
by Habitat AssociationSpecies of 

Greatest 
Conservation 
Need

Habitat & 
Community types
e.g. grasslands, 
alder swamps

Landscapes
e.g. Northern 
Hardwood forests



Problems: The Big Five

• Habitat loss (degradation, conversion & fragmentation)
• Impacts of roads
• Invasive exotic species 
• Pollution and sedimentation
• Climate change



Conserve the Habitat & Conserve the Habitat & 
Maintain the ConnectionsMaintain the Connections

Unfragmented Lands

Large Habitat Blocks

Core Forest Areas

Wetland Complexes

Natural Communities

Riparian 
Corridors



Conservation Strategy Categories
• Conservation planning
• Land protection 
• Habitat management
• Landowner incentives
• Local regulation and policy 
• Intra-agency coordination and policy
• Education, information and technical guidance
• Population management
• Research
• Environmental Review



Protect wildlife corridors
Minimize impact of roads

Maintain and restore habitat 
connectivity and minimize 
fragmentation of forest blocks.

Work with the Transportation Agency 
to reduce wildlife mortality and 
increase the safety of wildlife 
crossings.

Site roadways away from sensitive 
sites such as 
amphibian 
breeding pools.

Strategies Relevant to Transportation



• Restore or maintain natural flow regimes
• Restore and maintain watershed continuity
• Develop protocols for limiting activity in 

sensitive habitats
• Regional conservation planning for species 

and habitats at risk

Strategies Relevant to Transportation



Tasks to accomplish the strategy
Develop technical criteria and 
guidelines for installation and 
management of stream crossing 
structures.



Why is the Vermont Agency of Transportation 
Concerned about Fisheries and Wildlife Issues? 

Safety: Reduced vehicle-animal collisions. 

Fiscal Benefits: 
Lessens the potential for and cost of regulatory battles 
Reduced insurance claims
Reduced bridge and culvert maintenance costs. 

Prudence in the Regulatory Process: 
Prevents conflicts regarding specific species and habitats 
Planning for mitigation at the watershed or bioregion level
Indirect and cumulative impacts more easily addressed

Vermont's Wildlife Action Plan Chapter 2



Wildlife Action Plan Tools



Species Profiles

• Species Description
• Status
• Distribution and Abundance
• Known & Potential Habitats
• Protection
• Threats
• Research and Inventory Needs
• Conservation Mgmt Needs
• Bibliography



Habitat ProfilesHabitat Profiles
27 Critical Wildlife Habitats

• Habitat Description
• Distribution and Abundance
• Protection 
• Threats
• Research & Inventory Needs
• Conservation and Mgmt Needs
• Bibliography

27 Critical Wildlife Habitats

• Habitat Description
• Distribution and Abundance
• Protection 
• Threats
• Research & Inventory Needs
• Conservation and Mgmt Needs
• Bibliography



NH Wildlife 
Habitat

Pine Barrens 
Grasslands >25 acres
Rocky Ridges/Talus slopes
Cliffs
Alpine

Marsh and Shrub Wetlands
Peatlands
Floodplain Forests

Saltmarshes
Coastal Islands
Dunes






