Bonner Bridge Replacement

Long Bridge 1s the Safest Choice

NC-12 is not a Reliable Evacuation Route

The aging Bonner Bridge connecting Bodie and Hatteras islands in the Outer banks needs to be replaced.
The road it connects to, NC-12, which runs through Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), is also
unsafe and unreliable. Built on a rapidly eroding shoreline, the road needs continuous upkeep to battle
erosion and overwash from storms. This often leaves residents and tourists with no or limited access via
NC-12, posing a real threat to their safety in the event of a hurricane evacuation. The best way to address
the concerns of the failing Bonner Bridge and the unreliable NC-12 is to create a new route that would
bypass these problems. The long bridge alternative would avoid having to close down NC-12 to clear
sand by building a long bridge over Pamlico Sound, bypassing the refuge and creating a reliable evacuation
route.

Safety Study Confirms Long Bridge to be Best Alternative

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) sponsored a study on the safety of long
bridges and issues related to traffic operations, incident response, the impact of weather in safety and
crashes. In all categories, the long bridge alternative was found to be a very safe choice.
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e Incident response: The additional length of the bridge will >an

cause a two-minute delay for emergency vehicles compared CBBT 49
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the width of the bridge, there is room for emergency vehicles to turn around as well as room for a
helicopter to land.

e Weather impacts: Dare County plans call for complete evacuation before winds reach gale force.
Based on average wind gust data, the bridge would only be closed to passenger vehicles for an
estimated 20 minutes per year, using the standards developed for the CBBT.

Lessons from Louisiana

Louisiana’s Lake Ponchartrain Causeway in New Orleans is the longest bridge in the world at 24 miles.
While other roads were damaged or washed out in Hurricane Katrina, the bridge remained and was used as
a major evacuation route. In addition, Highway LLA-1, a major transportation corridor for the nation’s
petrochemical industry, is currently being elevated onto a 17-mile bridge. Clearly, hurricane safety officials
believe a long bridge can be safe and reliable in areas that experience hurricanes.
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