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Anmouncng the Sscretary 3 Commendation Awards

Daar Team Intenor,

Each manth, | wil eghiight individiuals o heams from our Depanment of tha Intenar family who hawe recaived the Secretary's Commendation Award for going above |
gwamplying ene of my 10 prontes:

1. Creals p conservalion stewardship legacy second only 1o Teddy Roosevelt
Sustanably develop our enangy and natural resounces.

Fimstore trust and be a good neighibo.

Ensurg tribal sovensigniy means someding,

Incragse revendes Lo suppon the Departmant and national interasts,
Protect our people and the bonder,

Strike & regulatory balance.

Sfodemize our infrastructune.
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Rparganzsa the Depariment for the reat 100 years.
10, Achiewe our goals and lead cur Seam forsand.
Today. | would like to shine the spotlight on a team from the LLS. Fish and Wildife Service thal hedped save the economy of Morth Canolina’s Cwter Banks, Thai probs

In la38 July of this year. power 1o Hatleras and Ocracoke lslands was accoentaly cul durng a consirucion mishap. Cables thal connect manland power 1o island cu
wiould Ikely take weaks—possing months—Lo repar.

For Outar Banks islands just hifing the peak of the tourism season, this accident was crippling.
Jusl 2 weeks without power could puf some oul of business. After & mandatory evacuation order, 50,000 wisitors were resigned fo take their ousiness elsewhera. Our
pelow Oregon Inlel was only open tolocal bird waichers and ouldoor enthusiasts.,

Forunately, employees of the Alligaor River Nanonsl Wiloife Refuge Comples [The adminisiradve grouping Tor Fea Isiana NWR) 1ok gueck Scion 10 work witn tha M
Cape Hararas Elaciric Cooparalive, raturming power b the Ouber Banks in just a few days. Thay figured out what nesdad to ba done quickly and deansd the way for
immediabety.

On August 3, powear was restoned, prompbing weilors 1o return and area lournist sttractons, induoing the Pea Isliand WWHR, to recpen,

This is an excallent examgle of Raw we can B8 good neghndars 1o 1he communibes thal swround pubhic lands. Whnen ihe Algaior River siall siepoed up 1o help e p
restore elecincily. They restored hope 1o & comrmunity thal would swrely have Sulfersd without thesr ad.

In light of thase actions, | have presented the Secratary’s Commaendation Award o the following Departmant employess: Arl Beyar, Assistant Rafuge Manages, Pea |
Alligator Fver MWHE Complex; Rebecca Hamison, Supensisony Widife Biologist. Algator River MWR Complex; ang Scott Lanier, Deputy Complex Manager. Aligaior

In edditon, you mey recal las months recagniion of the msprational teem at the Charles M. Russel NWH in nomheast Montana. | heve also presanted Secretans
Laader; hati Defosier, Depuly Project Leader, Paula Gouse, Widli'e Refuge Specialsl, Forl Peck; Agron Jomnson, Sialion Manapger, Fort Pacy; Mike Asssnmacher,
Wildife Refuge Specialist, Sand Creex: Jody Jones, Widlife Refuge Specalist, Sand Creak: and Shaylens Piedalue, Wikdife Refuge Speciaiist, Fart Peck.

Thank; you for all you do. Keep makng us prowd,

Riyen Zinke



