SSN Sharks

The Species Survival
Network Shark Working
Group is pleased to
provide to you the third
issue of SSN Sharks, a
publication regarding
sharks, rays, and the
Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES).

Results from Our Latest International Workshops

Summary of Shark Implementation Workshop in Colombia:

This international workshop, held in Santa Marta, Colombia on 25-27 November 2014, focused on
the implementation of measures regulating the international trade in five shark species that were
included in the Appendices of CITES at the
16th Conference of the Parties (CoP16) held in
Bangkok, Thailand in 2013. This workshop
was hosted by the Government of Colombia
with support from the CITES Secretariat and
the government of the United States and
with technical assistance from Conservation
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Charitable Trusts. More than 60 participants
representing over 20 countries attended the workshop. Attendees identified actions needed to
effectively monitor and control the trade of CITES-listed shark products and to develop strategies for
making Non-Detriment Findings (NDFs) for these species.

iSharkFin is here!

In February 2015, the FAO announced the official launch of iSharkFin, an expert system for the
identification of shark species from a photo of a fin. This tool will help with implementation of the
CITES shark and ray listings and to combat illegal trade from sharks taken in waters where certain
or all species of sharks are fully protected. The tool can be used by traders, port authorities, customs
officials, researchers and scientists. All you need is a digital camera, the software and a fin.

Further details including how to download and use the system can be found on the FAO Fisheries
web page.



https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/250701913/new-software-keys-in-on-fins-to-save-sharks
http://www.fao.org/fishery/ipoa-sharks/iSharkFin/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/ipoa-sharks/iSharkFin/en

Other shark implementation workshops:
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2015 — 2016 CITES Calendar A51?1 )
India, August 26-28, 2014 for Bay of Bengal countries
11 — 15 May: 6t meeting of the

Scientific Advisory Committee of  gyj [ anka, J uly 30-31, 2014 for South Asia
the Inter-American Tropical

Tuna Commission (IATTC)

30 August — 3 September: 28"
meeting of the CITES Animals
Committee, Tel Aviv, Israel

9 — 16 November: 24t regular
meeting of the International
Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(ICCAT), Malta

11 — 15 January 2016: 66"
meeting of the CITES Standing
Committee, CICG, Geneva,
Switzerland

1June 2016: FAO Committee on
Fisheries (COFI), 32nd session,
Rome, Italy



http://www.cites.org/eng/prog/shark/index.php
http://www.cites.org/eng/prog/shark/index.php
http://www.fws.gov/international/permits/by-species/sharks-and-rays.html
http://www.fws.gov/international/permits/by-species/sharks-and-rays.html
http://www.fws.gov/international/permits/by-species/sharks-and-rays.html
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2015/6SAC/6thMeetingScientificAdvisoryCommitteeENG.htm
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2015/6SAC/6thMeetingScientificAdvisoryCommitteeENG.htm
http://cites.org/eng/com/ac/index.php
http://cites.org/eng/com/ac/index.php
http://www.iccat.int/en/
http://www.iccat.int/en/
http://www.iccat.int/en/
http://coral.org/blog/preparing-the-pacific-region-for-cites-shark-protections/
http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/biodiversity/WHMSI/Sharks%20Event/ColombiaWorkshop/ColombiaEvent.asp
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ia/international_development/west_africa/africa_dev.html
http://cites.org/eng/chennai_sharks_workshop
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/news/2014/08/20/south-asia-comes-together-to-implement-cites-shark-protections

Regulation Updates
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= | S MEXICO:

Government publishes draft
amendment for sustainable
fishing of sharks and rays.

A 12 February 2015 article
reported that Mexico’s

Secretariat of Agriculture,
Livestock, Rural Development,
Fisheries and Food (SAGARPA)
published a draft amendment
for the conservation and
sustainable fishing of sharks
and rays. The Fifth Ordinary
COSTA RICA: Session of the National
Advisory Committee on Agri-
Shark fin exports halted until administration improves Food Standardization adopted
processes. the draft amendment, which
was also available for public
comment. The new regulation
would apply to fishing permits,
licenses, authorizations, as well
as bycatch of sharks and rays.
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A 10 March 2015 article reported that, after much controversy,
Costa Rica’s Ministry of Environment and Energy (MINAE)
stopped issuing permits for shark fin exports until the
government develops processes for NDFs consistent with what
is required by CITES.



http://thecostaricanews.com/costa-rican-environmentalists-achieve-goal-no-more-hammerhead-shark-fin-exports
http://fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?l=e&id=74566&ndb=1
http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/2015/01/22/guinea-bissau-wants-to-ban-shark-finning/
http://www.indiatvnews.com/business/india/jet-airways-bans-shipment-of-shark-fins-hsi-15352.html

Regulation Updates

UNITED STATES:

Task force releases new action plan to combat illegal fishing.

A 15 March 2015 article reported that President Obama’s Task
Force on Combatting Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated
(IUU) Fishing and Seafood Fraud released an action plan that
emphasizes the importance of international agreements like
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) currently being negotiated
and the Port State Measures Agreement. The action plan also
promotes sustainable fisheries management and conserving
sharks and other threatened marine species.

American Airlines will not transport shark fins.

A 7 April 2015 article reported that American Airlines
announced on Twitter that it will join more than 30 other
transportation companies in banning the transport of shark
fins in their cargo. This announcement was made in response
to requests made by local conservation organizations, Pretoma,
and the Turtle Island Restoration Network, following the
export of two shipments of shark fins of species listed in CITES
from Costa Rica. The exports were authorized by the National
System of Conservation Areas without the corresponding
permits and were shipped by air to Hong Kong via the United
States.



http://blogs.state.gov/stories/2015/03/15/combating-illegal-unreported-and-unregulated-fishing-and-seafood-fraud
http://www.nacion.com/m/vivir/ambiente/American-Airlines-transportara-aletas-tiburon_0_1480052120.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-Agent/2015/0331/With-fins-off-the-menu-shark-slaughter-is-ebbing

National News

AUSTRALIA:

Sharks face stigma in media
perception.

A 14 September 2014 article reported
that a National Geographic report

showed about 100 million sharks were
killed in 2013 due not only to demand
for shark products but also in response
to fear of sharks. There are only about
five shark related fatalities each year,
yet the media amplifies each death, and
movies like “Jaws” only fuel a negative
image of sharks.

GABON:

80 kg of shark fins confiscated.

A 30 November 2014 article reported
that police arrested two Nigerian

fishermen and confiscated 80 kg of
shark fins in Gabon.

OR Devar Grubby



http://www.wftv.com/news/news/national/conservationists-face-uphill-pr-battle-new-shark-r/nhMdY/?icmp=cmgcontent_internallink_relatedcontent_2014_partners1#__federated=1
http://www.spyghana.com/80-kilos-shark-fins-seized-gabon/
http://www.ticotimes.net/2014/11/25/illegal-shark-fins-destined-for-hong-kong-seized-at-costa-rica-airport
http://www.ticotimes.net/l/shark-fin-scandal-in-costa-rica-has-solis-administration-on-the-defensive

National News

INDONESIA:

Sharks become valuable bycatch for tuna fisheries.

A 15 September 2014 article reported that more than 33,000
purse seiners operate in Indonesia, the world’s largest tuna
producer. Indonesia also catches about 109,000 tons of
sharks annually, largely a bycatch from the tuna fisheries. In
addition to demand for shark fins, local communities also eat
shark meat, including baby sharks, which is detrimental to
species that have a long reproductive cycle. In 2013, the
Indonesian ministry of marine affairs and fisheries began an
onboard observer program, training 150 officers to monitor
compliance and record bycatch data. Indonesia also uses “I-
Fish,” the United States technology, which increases
transparency and coordination of information and data
between the government and the fishing industry. Raja
Ampat and West Manggarai are shark sanctuaries, and in
2014, the Indonesian government declared the entire
country a manta sanctuary. More protections are needed in
Indonesia if only for the pragmatic economic one that even a
single shark is worth about $1.9 million in tourism over its
lifetime.

Officials make four arrests for illegal trade of shark and ray
products.

A 1 October 2014 article reported that from August 2214 to
September 26t Indonesia’s Ministry of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries (MMAF) made its first four arrests for illegal trade
of protected shark and ray species. Indonesia operates the
world’s largest shark and ray fisheries, but in February 2014,
MMAF banned the hunting and trade of manta rays
throughout the country, with a maximum fine of $25,000.
However, due to the products’ high value, illegal and
unregulated trade persists.

Government sinks poaching vessel loaded with shark fins.

A 15 February 2015 article reported that the Indonesian
government sunk a Vietnamese vessel loaded with two tons
of poached shark fins in Raja Ampat. The illegal operation
would have had to kill thousands of sharks to stockpile such
a high volume of fins.

MADAGASCAR:

New sanctuary for sharks
established.

A 6 February 2015 article
reported that the Madagascar
government established a new
marine protection area in
Antongil Bay to conserve the
diverse ecosystem, home to 19
different species of sharks. In
addition to the new shark
sanctuary, the law also restricts
international fishing in the bay,
and creates “locally managed
marine areas (LMMAs),” giving
local communities management
and use rights.



http://www.theguardian.com/environment/the-coral-triangle/2014/sep/15/how-the-tuna-we-buy-is-killing-sharks-in-indonesia
http://www.globalindonesianvoices.com/16143/indonesia-arrests-major-endangered-marine-species-traders/
http://planetsave.com/2015/02/15/shark-poaching-boat-sunk-indonesian-government/
http://news.mongabay.com/2015/0206-antongil-madagascar-shark-park.html

International News

Several shark species gain protections under CITES.

A 15 September 2014 article reported that five species of sharks are now protected under CITES,
porbeagle, oceanic whitetip, and smooth, scalloped, and great hammerhead sharks. Sharks help
maintain a balanced marine ecosystem. When shark numbers dropped along the east coast of the
United States, the cownose ray population grew in population, feasing on valuable seafood such as
clams and scallops, hurting local fisheries. In the absence of sharks, seagrass communities are also
more susceptible to climate change. Sharks have also proven highly valuable in eco-tourism around
the world, generating about $314 million each year. Although Hong Kong imported more than 5.4
million kg of shark fins in 2013, the Hong Kong government and other member countries are
working to enforce the new CITES protections through workshops and training enforcement
officials.

Global shark fin trade has dropped about 25% in past decade.

A 26 February 2015 article reported that a new study shows the trade of shark fins has decreased

by about 25% in the past decade. Declining demand in China for shark fin soup thanks to advocacy
campaigns has likely contributed to the overall decrease in trade. While the overall trade data point
to good news for sharks, the number of countries participating in the shark fin trade is increasing,
with over 70 countries currently participating, which complicates monitoring and enforcement.

©R Dean Grubbs
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http://ecowatch.com/2014/09/15/shark-day-critical-turning-point/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/trade-in-shark-fins-takes-a-plunge/
http://www.ssn.org/
http://www.cites.org/
http://cites.org/prog/shark
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
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http://www.iccat.int/en/
http://www.iattc.org/
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http://www.ccsbt.org/site
mailto:agoyenechea@defenders.org
http://www.defenders.org/
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